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CERTIFICATION
| hereby certify that the statements furnished in the attached exhibits present the data and
information required for this biological evaluation, and that the facts, stateiaants,
information presented are true and correct td&st of my knowledge and belief.

HARMSWORTH ASSOCIATES
Paul Galvin, M.S.
Vice President
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Oleander Business Park Project site is located within the Mead Valley area of
Riverside County, California (Figure 1)The entire project area is within theestern
Riverside CountyMultiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) area and
therefore requires compliance with the plan.

This report summarizes the results of focused surveysbdoowing owl @Athene
cunicularig) conductedin spring 2020at the project site,saper ®ction 6.3.2 of the
Western Riverside County MSHCP.

1.1 Proposed Project

The Oleander Business Park Project proposes construction and operation of
approximately 710,736 square feet of light indusmalufacturing uses within an
approximately44-acre site. The Project also includes a-h@re oftsite laydown and
soils/import export area and improvement of associated rodtiareas to be developed

by the Project or otherwise disturbed by Project development activities (includisgeoff
areas)veresurveyed in spring 202@nd are the subject of this report

1.2 Site Description

The Oleander Business Park Project site is located within the Mead Valley area of
Riverside County, California (Figure 1). The site is west of Interstate 215, sbuth o
Nandina Avenue, north of Oleander Avenue and west of Decker Road (Figures 2 and 3).
The site is within Section 32 of Township 3 South and Range 4 West of the Steele Peak,
California, United States Geological Survey (USGS}miibute topographic quadraleg
(Figure 1).

The Oleander Business Park Project site consists of approximately 44 acres of
undeveloped land, located at the edge of the-bpiltity limits (Figure 3). The Project

also includes a @cre offsite laydown and soils/import export ardacated in the
northwest corner. The exact size and location of the laydown/import export area are
approximate and subject to refinement as the Project is further defined. The
laydown/import export area would conform to County requirements regardimptarn
surface improvements, stormwater management, security, environmental restrictions,
restoration, etc. Materials and soils stockpiling specifications would conform to
applicable County of Riverside Building & Safety requirements.

Additional areas obff-site disturbance would result from construction of-adgcent

roadway improvements and construction of utilities connections to existingemaag
utilities systems. Decker RoadHarley Knox Road Nandina Arenue and Oleander

Harmsworth Associates #1235 1
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Avenueto Day Stre§ would all be improved. All Project roadway improvements and
utilities connections improvements would occur within dedicated rgltgay and/or
assigned easements.

The projectsite has been significantly impacted due to years of disturbance, tfash, o
road trails and footpathsThe site slopes gently from west to east and topography varies
from an elevation of approximately,648 feet above msl along the central western
boundary tdl,570 feet above msl alg the northeastern boundarfythe site (Fgure3).

The site has a Mediterranean type climate, with hot dry summers, relatively cool winters
and sparse rains. Annual precipitation for the region averages 13.3 inches, and average
annual temperature ranges fron? 5079 F. Rainfall during the 2IB/2019 season was
above normalbut the 2019/2020 season was below nortabughout southern
California (Appendix A).

Harmsworth Associates #1235 2
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Figure 1. Location of theOleander Business Park Projaite in Riverside CountyCalifornia. Source: USS Topographical
guadrantSteele Peak.
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Figure 2: Location of theOleander Business Park Projsite (in red).Source: Google Earth, Inc.
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Figure 3: Oleander Business Park Projsite (in red. Souce: Google Earth, Inc.

Harmsworth Associates #1235 5



Oleander Business Park ProjdBUOW Reporti 4 April 2020

2.0 METHODS

Burrowing owk occurin shortgrass prairies, grasslands, lowland scrub, agricultural lands
(particularly rangelands), prairies, coastal dunes, desert floors, and some artificial, open
areas as a yearlong residerithey require large open expanses of sparsely vegetated
areas on gently rolling or level terrain with an abundance of active small mammal
burrows. As a critical habitat feature, they require the use of rodent or other burrows for
roosting and nesting coverThey can also use pipes, culverts, and nest boxes (USFWS
2003, Hauget al. 1993, Zeineet al.1990).

Prior to conducting fielwork previous results of wildlifsurveysand habitat assessments
in the project area were reviewe®otential burrowing owhabitat occurs mostly at the
project edges and adjacent-sifes areas but all areas of the site were included in the
survey.

Focusedurrowing owl surveys at thgroject site wereonductedollowing the MSHCP
burrowing owl survey instructions (Countyf Riverside 2006). The survey area
consisted othe projectsite anda buffer area of 150 meteositsidethe entire extent of
thesite boundary. All these areagre surveyed a total of 4 timefue to the size of the
area to be surveyed, the site wiagded into two equal portions (Area A and Area B) and
two days were required to complete 1 survdyocusedburrowing owl surveys were
conductedon 3, 4, 5, 6, 9and 31Marchand 1, 2 April2020 by Paul Galvin(Table 1,
Figures4 and 5. The final 3 suvey days were delayed due to raimnmid-March

Surveys were conducted during the morning hoappiroximatelyfrom 1 hour before
sunrise to Z hours after sunrise). All surveys were conducted during good weather
conditions (not too hot and no or oight winds).

The survey methods consisted of scanning all open areas and suitable habitat with
binoculars prior to walking through that ared@he biologist then conducted pedestrian
walking suneys through all areasThe walking transects were spadedensure 100%

visual coverage of the ground surface. The exact distance between transect lines varied
depending on topography and vegetation but was generally no more than 75 feet. All
open areas, banks, rodent burrows and any other area likely twrisapp burrows were
checked.

Harmsworth Associates #1235 6
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Table 1. Survey conditions during burrowing owl assessment/survey#/larch 2020

Wind
0,
Date | Biologist | Time #Cloud T%mp speed Area BUOW
cover (°F) surveyed
(mph)
Portion A of
6.00 project site
3/0320 PG 9% 55 52-64 2-3 and 150m 0
buffer area
Portion B of
6.00- project site
3/0420 PG 9.30 0-0 51-65 0-0 and 150m 1 Oowl
buffer area
Portion A of
6.00 ’ ’ project site
3/05/20 PG 9% 0-0 5072 0-0 and 150m 0
buffer area
Portion B of
6.00 ! i i project site
3/06/20 PG 9% 0-0 53-68 0-0 and 150m 1 Owl
buffer area
" Portion A of
7.0 ) . project site
3/09/20 PG 109 3550 51-60 01 and 150m 0
buffer area
Portion B of
6.30- i i project site
3/31/20 PG 10.00 20-40 50-56 0-0 and 150m 1 Owl
buffer area
Portion A of
6.15 i i project site
4/01/20 PG -0.45 10-0 54-62 01 and 150m 0
buffer area
Portion B of
6.15 . ) ’ project site
4/0220 PG 945 40-50 51-57 0-0 and 150m 1 Oowl
buffer area

PG =Paul Galvin
! = with daylight savings time change, sunrise was 7.05 am

Harmsworth Associates #1235 7
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Figure 4: Burrowing owl survey ares (yellow and greershading)at the Oleander Business Park Projette (in red), including
buffer survey areaSource: Google Earth, Inc.
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